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In the spirit of St. 
Francis of Assisi, 

we are an inclusive 
school community 

that attentively 
nurtures love, 

understanding, faith, 
knowledge, and 

individuality.
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Siempre Adelante

eagerly students, staff, and families jumped back into whatever they could. We hope that the 2022-2023 school year provides even further opportunities 
and brings more of the past back to the present, one step at a time.

For 127 years, St. Francis of Assisi Elementary School has meant so much to so many. Let us continue to live the spirit of our patron saint and quietly 
and persistently move St. Francis forward. Together, we will ensure that our Franciscan education continues to be true progress for our children and 
families for generations to come. 

St. Francis of Assisi was a man of deep faith, conviction, love, and humility. This is how 
he lived his life. He was a man that existed among people, never above them. For St. 
Francis, he believed that “True progress quietly and persistently moves along without 
notice.” His life’s journey was built upon his belief in God, community, inclusivity, love, 
and ministry to others, without ever drawing attention to himself. Since 1895, St. Francis 
of Assisi Elementary School has continued this tradition… a tradition in which our work 
and service is done for the greater good, quietly, intentionally, compassionately, and 
humbly.

Although the school has experienced many different obstacles in its history, the past few 
years of the pandemic have been unprecedented. But through it all, we have remained 
blessed with a full school, vibrant community, and eager students. Transitioning from a 
school year in which teachers were working in-person and virtually simultaneously to 
one in which everyone was back in the building, was definitely a lot like riding a bike. At 
first, you are a little wobbly, but after a while, it all comes back to you. Nonetheless, by 
the end of the year, it began to feel very much like pre-pandemic times.

In 2021-2022, many traditions, activities, and community events returned. Our 
annual Back-to-School BBQ kicked off the year with well over 600 attendees. This 
single event brought the community back together, face-to-face, for the first time in 
two years. PAL sports returned with a flourish, class field trips witnessed a steady 
increase, the Christmas pageant was in-person (albeit a “walk-thru” evening 
event), Jog-a-Thon was a huge success, and graduation was the culminating 
event that brought us closer to what we remembered. It was a joy to see how

Message from the Principal
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This year, MYP has made big strides forward. The team has been able to meet weekly, collaborating on unit plans, teaching units, exploring our new 
IB software program Managbac, creating new unit plans, revisiting our policies, and discussing the transition into a fully IB curriculum. Two teachers 
completed advanced training over the summer and another four will be doing additional training over this summer. The leadership team has been 
actively creating a guide and the documentation for the Eighth Grade Community Project with a plan to introduce it to parents and students in the fall. 
The Class of 2023 will be the first class to complete the project. Following the advice of our IB Professional Learning Liason, we will be submitting our 
application for authorization this Fall and anticipate an authorization visit in the spring.

The Primary Years Program is now fully 
authorized at St. Francis of Assisi Elementary 
after a successful accreditation last spring! 

This was the first year that Fifth Grade  completed 
an exhibition project.  The exhibition was a 
PYP culminating, student-led project in which 
students explored their final theme, "Sharing 
the Planet".  Students explored issues regarding 
conflict resolution, and had the opportunity to 
take action, and share their learning with their 
school community.  It was wonderful to see the 
growth and progress made by our students 
during the Primary Years Program. 

Primary Years Program (PYP)

International 
Baccalaureate (IB)

Middle Years Program (PYP)
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This year, despite rollercoaster restrictions, we managed to get back to many traditions and 
community events.

Our year started off with the return of our Back-to-School BBQ. Many families attended the hoedown, 
and enjoyed delicious BBQ, dancing, games, and even a Kona Ice truck. Our 8th graders dusted off 
their dancing shoes and entertained the crowd with their traditional line dance. It was great to see 
our families back together, as a full community, once again.

With the school at an enrollment of 327, and all of our students back on campus, school life started 
as busy as ever.

Goals for TK were primarily focused on the social and emotional growth of the student. They include 
such things as, building the student's confidence and their ability to advocate for themselves, 
developing comfort in our school routines, presenting students with frequent opportunities to share 
and speak in front of a group, and teaching students about personal responsibility. Academically, 
TK students were introduced to a wide range of new ideas. They covered the alphabet (upper and 
lowercase letters), numbers 1 through 20, beginning math concepts, and the foundational building 
blocks for learning to read. They also worked extensively on fine motor skills through crafting. 

At the beginning of the year, Kindergarten focused on letter recognition and letter sounds, then 
used that knowledge to read and sound out three letter (CVC) words. Math was largely focused 
on number recognition at the beginning of the year then moved towards addition and subtraction.  
Religion and social studies focused on community helpers and how they could help their community 
(neighborhood, school, classroom). Our year-long social-emotional curriculum used art as a way for 
students to express their emotions visually through color and image. Kinder finished off the school 
year focusing on plant needs and how to take care of plants. They planted their own seeds and 
observed them for several weeks.

After being in A.M. and P.M. Kindergarten classes last year, First Grade came together as one.  It 
was an adjustment for all of them to wear masks at all times, while learning names and faces, but 
they

2021 - 2022 School Year
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did it! The First Grade class bonded nicely.  They were a great group of children who enjoyed working and playing together. Last year brought many 
"firsts" for these children, as they were in TK when Covid restrictions came into play.  A few highlights of the year for them: First experience of a full day 
of academics. First school desk. First field trip. First play day at a friend's house. First classroom holiday party. First group birthday party. First pencil/
paper test taking. First trip to the third floor for library. And first time having lunch in the cafeteria. These activities may not seem very exciting to most, 
but for these little ones, every one of these was a new, huge, and wonderful experience.  It truly made Mrs. Crandall appreciate the resilience and 
enthusiasm of six and seven year olds.

Second grade had a busy year following IB curriculum and achieving all of the following:  As mathematicians: two and three digit addition & subtraction, 
time, money, shapes, and data. As readers: independent reading stamina, whole class read alouds, and reader's notebook. As writers: personal & 
fictional narrative, opinion, and informative. As inquirers: animal research, biography report, and Market Day. As explorers: field trips to B Street Theatre, 
Sunset Ridge Fine Fruit, and Fog Willow Farms. As community members: morning meetings, and social-emotional learning. As students of faith: First 
Reconciliation and First Communion.

Third graders had a busy year covering a variety of projects such as a Career Research Project, Narrative Writing Project, Adaptations Unit, Annual Third 
Grade Wax Museum on a historical change-maker, Introduction into multiplication and Division, novel studies and cursive writing. They even managed 
two field trips to the Maidu Cultural Program through Effie Yeaw Nature Center and Pond and River field trip to investigate aquatic invertebrates. 

Fourth graders jumped into Mission projects and were lucky enough to enjoy the Fourth Grade field trip to the Mission in Sonoma. They also participated 
in a self-guided tour of Sutter’s Fort, completed a study of westward movement, and enjoyed several mystery science projects.
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In social studies, students studied early humans, ancient Mesopotamia, ancient Israel, 
ancient China, ancient Israel and ancient Egypt. They ended the year studying ancient 
Greece. They had a roundtable discussion about agricultural reforms, a research paper 
on an ancient Israelite, mummified fruits and vegetables, and participated in a songwriting 
parody workshop with a professional artist resulting in nine new ancient history parody songs 
written by our students.

In art and performing arts, students studied world music, paper molas, graphic design, social 
justice street art, watercolors, collage, perspective drawing, pastels, and playwriting. 

The seventh grade used a variety of methods to encourage students to become critical 
thinkers and take responsibility for their own learning.  Some of the methods used were 
lectures, discussions, projects, group work, and presentations.

Throughout the year, teachers worked to provide opportunities for students to express their 
opinions and support them with evidence.  They also provided an opportunity for students to 
learn from one another and to teach one another.  

2021 - 2022 School Year

Fifth grade had an exciting year as they participated in their first ever Primary Years Program (PYP) exhibition. During the exhibition, our 
students collaborated in the inquiry process where they identified, investigated, and offered positive solutions to real-life issues or
problems. Besides the exhibition, the class worked on a Native American project where they focused on one United States tribe, created 
a Family Tree and interviewed two family members, and participated in a States Project. In terms of field trips, they visited a variety of 
sites including Crocker Art Museum, Old Sacramento History Museum, Sac State Planetarium, IMAX, Maidu Historical Site/Museum, and 
Powerhouse Science Center. Our Fifth Graders also had time to read and work; A Wrinkle in Time, Sing Down the Moon, and Wonder.

In Sixth Grade, they read a number of novels including Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, The Westing Game, The Reluctant God and a 
variety of others in book club. They studied the hero’s journey utilizing our summer reading and Harry Potter. Sixth Grade also explored short 
stories and Learner Profile Traits and power and privilege in a poetry unit. Students created a call to action pamphlet being a hero of their own 
social justice cause. In addition, students wrote their own plays based on ancient mythology in an interdisciplinary unit.



Siempre Adelante

9

Some of the projects they worked on included recreating/reimagining events from novels they 
read - either by writing or film, creating “infomercials” to show an understanding of technologies 
studied in Social Studies, and creating a data disk with self generated questions and answers to 
show an understanding of Medieval Africa.

Sixth Grade religion was dedicated to the study and interpretation of the Old Testament. They 
spent their time with select passages of the Old Testament, as indicated by the Diocese, so 
that students would be exposed to defining aspects of the Christian faith and history, as well as 
enriching stories for people of all backgrounds and perspectives. In addition to the study 
of the texts, 6th grade held in-depth discussions featuring important historical, cultural and 
linguistic contexts. 

Seventh Grade religion focused on the life and work of Jesus Christ, as detailed in 
the Gospels. This study was not necessarily chronological, however the curriculum 
was designed with intention so that students may witness and become familiar 
with the Mystery of the God-human. Their work included study of the historical- 
social context in which he lived, the parables he used to teach, and other important aspects of 
the Gospels so that students glimpsed the depth of Jesus' life and ministry. 

The Eighth Grade religion curriculum featured the history and mission of the Church, as commissioned by Jesus Christ after his death and 
resurrection. The curriculum was created around the Catholic Christian idea of 'community', the social justice tradition within Catholicism 
(specifically the Catholic Social Teachings), and attention towards global expressions of Catholicism, and the role of women in the Church.

Each of the above classes studied the history of Black Catholicism during February.

Our community managed to reconnect in-person at a hybrid auction & gala, Masquerade in March 2022. We held the silent auction in-person at the 
school with take home dinners and a virtual live auction. 

In May, we held our annual Jog-A-Thon - back in-person at Sutter’s Fort. Our TK and Kinder students ran their hearts out supported by their big buddies 
running alongside them. The rest of the classes ran during their allotted time, followed by the 7th and 8th graders running for a second time. Parents, 
grandparents, staff, and the wider community were on hand to cheer, lap count, provide snacks and water, and to encourage our wolves! 

Our year rounded out with an end-of-year carnival for the entire school. Fun was had by all! After two years of pandemic, restrictions and staying safe, 
lets hope our 2022-23 school year will be back to a more even and vibrant keel! 
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The 35 individuals that made up this class ranged in everything from students starting their second year at St. Francis to students completing their final 
year of a 10-year journey as members of the school community. Our school year started just like any other school year:
 
• Opening day retreat
• Meeting our little buddies
• Getting used to our schedule and teachers, and, most importantly
• Taking on the role of leaders in our school community

Class of 2022

As Eighth Graders of St. Francis of Assisi Elementary, leadership becomes a 
part of their daily routine, whether by being role models of behavior for the other 
students, playing an active role in school activities, or leading school tours.

The Class of 2022 was encouraged to be positive role models in our school 
community by  vocally and actively supporting other students and classes 
during our weekly SLE Awards. Eighth Graders also took the position of being 
role models for behavior very seriously. 

Each morning, members of the Student Council from our Class of 2022 led 
the school in our morning Prayer, Pledge, and Announcements, broadcasting 
live from our classroom and being streamed to each. Throughout every other 
classroom in the school, our Eighth Graders helped the entire school start its 
morning with centering prayer, salute to the flag, the Schoolwide Learning 
Expectation (SLE) of the day, and kept them informed of upcoming events 
within our community.

A tradition for 8th-Grade students is to play an active role during our Back-To-
School BBQ by running the various carnival games and playing the part of a 
Welcome Committee to families coming to support our school. The Class of 
2022 took this to an all-new level with their enthusiasm and school spirit.
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The Class of 2022 played a very active role in introducing our school community to prospective parents. School tours are led by available members 
of our school administration along with 8th-Graders who eagerly volunteer to assist and answer parent questions. I kept a running log and waitlist 
of students who wanted to participate in this often weekly function. The students realized the importance of parents seeing them as not just 
students but as a culmination of what a student of St. Francis of Assisi Elementary truly is.

The Class of 2022 took a new spin on the time-honored tradition of our school Christmas Pageant by running our first-ever “walk-through” pageant 
telling the story of the birth of Jesus. With students from all other grades working together to design the backdrops and provide the audio narration 
of the live presentation, the Class of 2022 offered a memorable experience for our school community.

With school athletics coming back in full swing, many of the members 
of the Class of 2022 took part as members of our volleyball, basketball, 
flag football, track and field, and cross country teams. The Class of 
2022 also played the part of coaches and mentors to our Kindergarten 
class as they participated in the Pee Wee Pups Basketball Program.

The parents of the Class of 2022 took an active role in bringing back 
the tradition of dances to our St. Francis of Assisi school community for 
the Classes of 2022 and 2023. Students danced the night away and 
celebrated like no other!

As the year progressed with high school on the horizon, the Class 
of 2022 decided where the next great academic chapter would take 
place. 32 of the 35 students applied and were accepted to the local 
Catholic high schools (Christian Brothers, St. Francis, and Jesuit), and 
3 of the 35 applied and were admitted to advanced programs in local 
public high schools.

The Class of 2022 left its mark on our school community, and we look 
forward to hearing all of their stories of success over the next four 
years especially when they come back to visit the school community 
they called home.



Siempre Adelante

14

Fall - 6 Teams
Varsity Girls Volleyball (Rec)

Junior Varsity Girls Volleyball (Rec)
Junior Varsity Girls Volleyball (Rec)

Varsity Co-Ed Cross Country
Junior Varsity Co-Ed Cross Country

Varsity Boys Flag Football

Winter - 5 Teams
Varsity Girls Basketball (Comp)

Junior Varsity Girls Basketball (Rec)
Varsity Boys Basketball (Rec)

Junior Varsity Boys Basketball (Comp)
Junior Varsity Boys Basketball (Rec)

Athletics Program

Spring - 17 Teams
Varsity Girls Flag Football

Varsity Co-Ed Track & Field
Junior Varsity Co-Ed Track & Field

Co-Ed Golf
Girls Little Dribblers: Grades 1-4
Boys Little Dribblers: Grades 1-4

Pee - Wee Pups Basketball: Grades TK & K

2022 Saint Francis Sports - Building Community Through Competition 

After a lengthy pause in the SFE Sports Program due to the pandemic, our students and families enjoyed an enthusiastic return to competition 
in the 2021-22 school year. Our players, coaches, volunteers, and families came together over the span of three sports seasons to strengthen 
our community and deepen our connections. It is clear that SFE families and students understand and value the unique opportunity playing 
sports at SFE is for both our students and for our greater school community.  Our athletes relished the chance to participate on teams with 
their schoolmates and experience the lessons that athletics has to teach. Through sports, we enjoyed a deeper sense of belonging, pride, and 
empathy while experiencing many occasions to lead, grow, and show compassion. The 2020-21 SFE year in sports brought everyone together 
and we are grateful to all who participated in the journey.

SFE participates in the historical Parochial Athletic League, made up of regional Diocesen and Private Schools. 

In developing the athletics program, a new logo was designed based on the schools branding and the school mascot - Gubbio the Wolf. The 
Wolf head has markings that represent the San Damiano Cross. Input was gathered from the 2021-22 Eighth Grade class, staff members, 
board, and community. This logo will be added to all of our athletics gear and PE uniforms. 
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3 Full Seasons 
- Fall, Winter, 

Spring

368 Roster 
Spots Filled by 
SFE Students.

105 Total 
Parent 

Volunteers 

56 Volunteer 
Coaches
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In-person tours were conducted from October to February with 8th graders practicing 
their tour skills and providing information and personal accounts from their time at the 
school. With our biggest applicant pool centered around TK and Kinder we held three 
"Sneak Peeks" with our TK and Kinder teachers giving a rundown of their grades, general 
information from our Principals, and Q & A session at the end. In January we reverted to 
virtual tours in light of increasing Covid numbers, before returning to in-person tours in 
February. In total we held tours for over 70 potential parents. This was reflected in our 
admissions, with the registration of over 30 new families and a final enrollment of 321 for 
the 2022-23 school year.

We continue to build our alumni database and currently send our newsletter out every 2-3 
months to over 220 alum. Our Alumni Facebook group has grown to over 50 members. 
Next year, we would like to reintroduce in-person events for alumni at the school. 

This past year, we held a hybrid auction and gala, Masquerade. The silent auction was 
held in-person at the school with pre-purchased take home meals and a virtual live auction. 
The event was well attended, netting close to $60,000. Next year, we will be returning to 
an in-person event. 

For the 2022-23 school year, we will focus on strengthening community relations, building 
our donor pool, purusing grants, and continuing to build our endowment.    

Memorial Gifts
In Memory of Bob and Genevieve Walker and Bob Walker Jr ’70
 Cindy Walker Puppione '61 and Rich Puppione

This past year, we have been building our social footprint with three social media accounts and over 1000 followers between Facebook and Instagram. 
Our website is continually being updated with new photos, testimonials, and information. We have two updated marketing flyers that have been shared 
within our local and school community. Entering enrollment season, we focused on reaching out to the preschools that in the past have sent students 
to us. We carried out in-person visits and provided prospective families with a packet of marketing material. 

Advancement
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Due to deficits and having minimal tuition increased during the height of Covid, the 2022-2023 budget objective was to build a path to maintain a 
balanced budget.  Tuition was increased more significantly than previous years, and to be sensitive to needs in our school community, a commitment 
was made to increase financial aid monies provided by the parish and the school.
In spite of financial hardship throughout Covid, St. Francis of Assisi Elementary School continues to have a bright future for its students, families, staff, 
and community.  The 2022-2023 budget has set a pattern to continue to secure a future with a successful and productive school.

Financial management at St. Francis of Assisi Elementary School is committed to the success of 
students, their families, and staff through conscientious and specific financial stewardship.  Having a 
well-researched and founded budget from year to year to establish needs for income and expenditures, 
sets a model in place to have a successful school year.  With tuition consituting approximately 77% 
of the operating income to expenses, careful and accurate population projections are necessary.  
Also budget assumptions and predictions are calculated to look at instructional needs, percentage 
cost increases, salary and wage information, and building costs.

Because tuition is the mainstay of revenue for the school, ways to keep tuition affordable yet 
consistent with financial needs is constantly reviewed.  The gap between tuition and the cost to 
educate each child was $2283 in the 2020-2021 school year, and approximately $2608 in the 2021-
2022 school year.  These are higher gaps than previous years mostly due to the outbreak of Covid.  
Covid repercussions resulted in loss of income and increased expenses.  In order to fulfill Covid 
protocols, the school spent additional funds replacing all water faucets and paper towel dispensers 
to automatic/non-touch, installing water bottle filling stations because drinking fountains could not be 
used, and purchasing commercial grade sprayers to disinfect classrooms.  Many additional cleaning 
supplies were used such as cases of disinfecting wipes to clean surfaces, to aid in sanitizing areas.  
Income from our extension program with over 180 students diminished because many parents 
worked from home.  Staffing costs increased because hourly employees were needed in more areas 
and for longer periods of time. 

In spite of the school’s reduced income these last two years, tuition was minimally raised due to 
families’ financial situations.  To help offset deficits, the school (along with the parish) received 
monies from two federal Payroll Protection Program loans.  Thankfully these loans were forgiven.

Financials
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St. Clare Education Fund - We have created the St. Clare Education fund to further 
our call and model the spirit of St. Clare. 25% of all funds will go to financial aid and 
the remaining 75% will go to educational programs.

General Fund - General donations made directly to the school are applied to 
wherever there is the greatest need. Funds received benefit all students of St. Francis 
Elementary.

Student Schlorship Fund - Give the gift of education to a student in need.

Endowment Fund - Insuring the future. Principal donations increase interest 
payment amounts that may be drawn by the school in the event of need.

In Memorium - St. Francis is honored to accept gifts made in memory of a loved one 
or a graduating class.

Everyday Support - AmazonSmile, eScrip, BoxTops, Social Media.

You Decide? - We have many worthy causes within the school that you can 
contribute to. Please specify where you would like to designate funds on the donation 
website.

Prayer - Perhaps our most valuable gift! Please remember St. Francis of Assisi 
Elementary School in your daily prayers.

Giving
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