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MISSION STATEMENT 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Elementary School is 

dedicated to living the Gospel values.  Our Franciscan, 

academically challenging curriculum teaches and 

supports students in becoming contributing members of 

their communities. 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Schoolwide Learning Expectations 

A St. Francis of Assisi Student is: 

A)  Spiritual who 

-understands the Catholic faith 

-demonstrates Gospel values 

-actively participates in prayer celebrations 

-shows a love of God, others, and self 

 

 B)  Academic who 

  -actively solves problems and thinks  

  critically 

  -makes progress through the diocesan  

  standards 

  -develops and shares knowledge and talents 

  -demonstrates a curiosity and respect for  

  learning 

 

 C)  Respectful who 

  -appreciates diversity and the uniqueness of  

  others 

  -practices good citizenship 

  -lives the “Acts of Courtesy” 

-cares for God’s creations 

 

 D) Confident who 

  -recognizes self-worth 

  -leads and cooperates 

  -embraces challenges 

  -always perseveres 

 

 E) Responsible who 

  -practices self-discipline 

  -makes Christ-like decisions 

  -owns his/her choices 

  - is trustworthy 

 

 

Principal’s Message 
 

Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parents, 

 

 As I write this message, the skies outside are 

dark and stormy, but that certainly isn’t the case 

inside our school building!  I see firsthand the 

energy, life, and joy your children bring to our 

school, and for that, I am truly grateful.  Recently, a 

visitor commented that she could tell this was a 

Catholic school by the Christ-like atmosphere she 

felt here.  Wow, what a compliment! 

 Our WASC accreditation is rapidly 

approaching.  The visiting team comes for a pre-

visit on December 7
th

 and on January 27, 28, and 

29
th

 for the actual accreditation visit.  The faculty 

and staff have been working on our self-study book 

for the last year, and are eagerly awaiting the visits.  

I am emailing parts of the self-study to our SAC and 

Parent Club officers for their input and feedback, 

and would love to do the same for any parents who 

are interested.  Please let me know if you would like 

to read part of our self study and I will happily 

email it to you. 

 Last week, our third graders planted 

vegetables, herbs, flowers, and a lemon tree in our 

raised beds.  We already have radishes growing!  

Thank you to parent Laura Bell and science teacher 

Pam Church and for organizing this. 

 Next Friday is our annual Jog-A-Thon, 

which is another wonderful, organized event.  Let’s 

just hope the rain stays away!  I look forward to 

seeing many of you there cheering on our children. 

 May our loving God continue to bless you 

and your family! 

  

 

In the Peace of St. Francis of Assisi, 

  

 Mrs. Laurie Power 



 

 

St. Francis Elementary 

School Calendar 

October 2009  

  
October 

12  6th grade to Sly Park 

13-15 Parent/Teacher Conferences; MINIMUM 

 DAYS, NOON DISMISSAL 

19-22 Diocesan Principals’ Meetings and Retreat 

23 Jog-A-Thon  

27 3rd grade field trip to the Pumpkin Patch 

30 Halloween Class Parties, 1:00 – 2:00 pm 

 Students may wear orange and black 

31  Halloween  

 

November 

1 All Saints Day 

 

 
 
 

OPEN HOUSE 
 

Jesuit HS 
Sunday, October 18, 2009 

12:00pm-3:00pm 
 

NOTICE ! ! ! 
 

Because of Parent/Teacher Conferences, 

there will be NO After-School Library or 

Computer Lab October 13th, 14th, or 15th. 

 
OUTSTANDING TAEKWONDO 
 
Miguel Batilando, 5th grade, won 3 gold medals 
and a bronze medal in recently concluded 
Taekwondo championships.  Miguel won 2 gold 
medals for sparring and forms at the 
International Taekwondo Festival held at the 
City of Industry (Los Angeles) in June 2009.  
Miguel also won a gold medal for sparring and 
a bronze medal for forms at the Bay Area 
Taekwondo Open Championship held at Union 
City in August 2009.  Miguel trains under 
Master John Yi of Elite Taekwondo USA in 
Cameron Park and Master Jong Yi of Koryo 

Taekwondo in Sacramento, who are both 6th 
Degree Black Belts. 
 
Maryael Ramos (5th grade) and Mario Ramos 
(2nd grade) both participated in the UWTA 
(United World Tae Kwon Do Association) 
grand national championships on Oct 2nd & 3rd, 
2009, in Reno, Nevada.  Mario showed a lot of 
heart being the youngest representative from 
his Tae Kwon Do school, fighting for the first 
time in tournament.  Maryael won a third place 
trophy in her division. 
 
Congratulations Miguel, Maryael and Mario! 
 
 

 
 

Religion Round-up 
 
 
 
 

Our Parish Centennial Closing Mass on 
Oct. 4th was a beautiful, joyful event. Students 
from our school participated in the music and 
dance ministries. Our ―door decorations‖ of 
―Canticle of Creation‖ adorned the walls of 
Brunsman Hall for the Reception. The school 
was present in a big way!  

The prayer service for Sept. 28th was led 
by the 5th grade. They reenacted the life of St. 
Francis. We heard the stories of the wolf of 
Gubbio, St. Clare, and Francis receiving the 
stigmata.  
 At Monday’s prayer service last week 
the second grade reminded us that God wants 
us to take care of the animals of the Earth. 
They told the story of Noah’s Ark. Second 
graders also came up with some suggestions 
on how to help animals. 

Our school Mass last Thursday was led 
by the 6th grade. The theme was how prayer 
helps us. They chose to support the SPCA and 
collected a huge amount of blankets and 
towels for the animals there. Great job, sixth 
grade! 

The 7th grade led our prayer service this 
Monday. They celebrated the canonization of 
St. Damien of Molokai. We heard about Fr. 
Damien’s life with the lepers and the two 

I make myself a leper with the lepers to 
gain all to Jesus Christ. 

Saint Damien of Molokai 

 



miracles which occurred through his 
intercession.  

On Friday October 9th the teachers of all 
Catholic schools in the diocese met for a 
religious in-service at St. Clare’s Church in 
Roseville. We heard two dynamic speakers 
remind us how important it is to bring our faith 
to every subject.  

 Let us keep the sixth grade in our 
prayers as they spend the week in Sly Park. 
Our schedule for the rest of the month is as follows: 

Date  Led by   Time  
Mon Oct 19 3

rd
   Prayer Service     8:10 a.m. 

Mon Oct 26 6
th

   Prayer Service     8:10 a.m. 
Mon Nov 4 4

th
  Prayer Service     8:10 a.m. 

Parents are always welcome to join us for prayer 
services and Masses. 

 

 

Christmas is Coming! 
 

Yes, it’s that time already. St. Francis 

of Assisi Parish is looking for children who 

would like to sing at the Christmas Eve 

Children’s Mass.  

Rehearsals begin on Sunday October 

18
th

 at 9:00 a.m. in the Parish Center 

Chapel.  

Due to the large amount of music 

required for this ministry, it is best if the 

singer is at least in the Second Grade or, if 

younger, a strong reader. 

For more information contact Mrs. Stites at  

Janetstites@earthlink.net  

 

Mr. Cainôs Book Shelf 
 
 
 

FICTION 
 

Hi.  Iôm just reminding all of you that this 
column is an ongoing regular feature to 
inform students, parents, and staff of the 
new books, videos, and CDs that are either 
purchased or donated.  When possible Iôll 
include the approximate grade and/or 
reading level of the books along with a brief 
synopsis that is usually quoted from either 
Amazon.com or from the book itself.  
ENJOY ! !  

 
 

FICTION 
 

The Lion & The Mouse   by Jerry Pinkney 
(Ed. Note: The art work in this book is 
outstanding!) 
Reading level: Ages 4 – 8 /  ―In award-winning 
artist Jerry Pinkney's wordless adaptation of 
one of Aesop's most beloved fables, an 
unlikely pair learn that no act of kindness is 
ever wasted. After a ferocious lion spares a 
cowering mouse that he'd planned to eat, the 
mouse later comes to his rescue, freeing him 
from a poacher's trap. With vivid depictions of 
the landscape of the African Serengeti and 
expressively-drawn characters, Pinkney makes 
this a truly special retelling, and his stunning 
pictures speak volumes.‖  
 
100% Wolf   by Jayne Lyons 
Reading level: Grades 2 – 4 /  ―Freddy Lupin is 
the youngest of a noble line of werewolves. His 
father, Flasheart Lupin, was the bravest 
werewolf since their great ancestor Sir 
Rathbone. His uncle, Lord Hotspur, is the 
Grand Growler of the Hidden Moonlight 
Gathering of Werefolk. And tonight, on the 
evening of his one-hundred-and-twenty-first 
month (ten years and one month to humans), 
Freddy will undergo his first transwolftation. It's 
a rite of passage for every great werewolf. For 
Freddy, however, it's going to be the most 
embarrassing night of his life. Because Freddy 
is not going to turn into a werewolf at the sight 
of the full moon. He's going to turn into a 



poodle. Thus begins a funny and fast-paced 
adventure, wherein Freddy is thrown out of his 
pack, finds himself in the clutches of the 
Coldfax Fort dog pound, uncovers the truth 
about his father's mysterious death, and 
discovers that the great werewolf hunter, Dr. 
Foxwell Cripp, is planning to destroy all of his 
family and friends, and Freddy is the only one 
who can stop him. He might be small, pink, and 
groomed, but Freddy Lupin is one hundred 
percent wolf.‖ 
 
Christian the Lion (Based on the best-selling 
true story!)   by Anthony (Ace) Bourke  
Reading level: Grades  2 – 5 /  ―In 1971 we 
wrote A Lion Called Christian, the story of a 
lion from London who returned to Africa. Forty 
years later, the Internet’s YouTube has 
introduced a new world audience to Christian.‖ 
—Ace Bourke and John Rendall. 
Through many previously unseen photographs, 
this picture book follows Christian as he grew 
from a tiny ball of fur into a majestic lion. Here 
is the incredible story of the remarkable 
journey to take Christian back to the wild.‖ 
 
Keena Ford and the Field Trip Mix-Up   by 
Melissa Thomson 
Reading level: Grade 1 – 2  /  ―Spirited Keena 
Ford, who lives in Washington, DC, goes on a 
field trip with her second-grade class to the 
Capitol. During the outing, Tiffany pulls 
Keena's scarf off, revealing an accident the 
child had in a snipping-the-air-with-scissors 
session. Representative Thomas shows Keena 
that he has a toupee so she'll know she's not 
the only one with hair trouble. As the class is 
walking down the steps, Keena is determined 
to get to the back of the line, the most fun 
position, and stomps on a foot in her way. It 
belongs to Representative Thomas. Keena 
writes an apology to him and learns a few 
lessons, including an effective approach in 
dealing with Tiffany. Keena tells her story in 
journal format, and includes information about 
the Capitol, senators, and representatives in an 
entertaining manner. Distinctive illustrations 
depict a quirky African-American girl and her 
episodes. A solid series for early chapter-book 
readers.‖  
 
 

Clementineôs Letter   by Sara Pennypacker 
Reading level: Grade 2 – 4 /  ―Irrepressible and 
delightful Clementine is back. She is enjoying 
third grade—she is in sync with her teacher, 
Mr. D'Matz, and is rarely sent to speak with 
Principal Rice, a major accomplishment in her 
school life. Then Mr. D'Matz is selected as one 
of three finalists for an Adventures for 
Teachers archaeological dig in Egypt and 
leaves for a week to meet with the committee. 
Clementine is distraught to learn that if chosen 
as the winner, he will be gone for the rest of 
the school year. When the substitute arrives, 
Clementine learns that she has to follow 
completely different rules. The next week is not 
an easy one for the child as she adjusts to Mrs. 
Nagel, worries about losing Mr. D'Matz, copes 
with her everyday life as an impulsive eight-
year-old, and frets about the letter she is 
supposed to write to the prize committee about 
her teacher. Through it all, she shines with a 
vibrant spirit that can never be completely 
extinguished, even when she is feeling down. 
Frazee's pen-and-ink drawings perfectly 
capture Clementine's personality and her 
world.‖ 
 
The Return of Meteor Boy?   By William 
Boniface 
(Book Two of The Extraordinary Adventures of 
Ordinary Boy series) 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―There’s a secret 
in Superopolis!  Years ago, a young superhero 
named Meteor Boy mysteriously vanished 
during a dangerous mission.  But what really 
happened to him?  Could he still be alive?  
There may be more to the Meteor Boy secret 
than anybody suspected, and Ordinary Boy 
knows that the time has come to solve this 
mystery once and for all!  In a city where 
everyone is extraordinary, this just might be a 
job for…ORDINARY BOY.‖ 
 
The Fairyôs Return and Other Princess 
Tales   by Gail Carson Levine 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―You thought you 
knew your favorite fairy tales . . . but now Gail 
Carson Levine has cast a new spell on them!  
What would you do if diamonds and rubies 
tumbled out of your mouth every time you  
 



spoke? Well, that's what happens to Rosella 
after a run-in with a misguided fairy in The 
Fairy's Mistake. If you were turned into a toad, 
would you pine after your prince as much as 
Parsley does in For Biddle's Sake?  The road 
to happily-ever-after is never easy, but the 
masterful touch of Newbery Honor author Gail 
Carson Levine will keep readers laughing their 
way through these fresh retellings of popular 
fairy tales.‖ 
 
Stage Fright   by Meg Cabot 
(Book 4 in the Allie Finkleôs Rules for Girls 
series) 
Reading level: Grades 3 – 5 /  ―Mrs. Hunter's 
fourth grade class is putting on a play! But 
Allie's theatrical hopes are crushed when she 
doesn't get cast as the princess -- the part that 
she wanted! Instead, Allie is cast as the evil 
queen. But as opening night approaches, Allie 
learns its not the size of the part, it's the size of 
the heart that really matters.‖ 
 
Jasper Dash and the Flame-Pits of 
Delaware: A Pals in Peril Tale   by M.T. 
Anderson  (Bestselling author of Whales On 
Stilts) 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―It is a land of 
wonders!  It is a land of mystery.  It is a land 
that time forgot (or chose specifically not to 
remember).  Cut off from the civilized world for 
untold years, this land is called: DELAWARE.  
It is into the mist-shrouded heart of this 
forbidden, mountainous realm that our plucky 
and intrepid heroes, Jasper Dash: Boy 
Technonaut and his friends Lily Gefelty and 
Katie Mulligan, must journey to unravel a 
terrible mystery.  Come along on a tale of 
grand adventure that includes in its pages: Lost 
cities! Tentacles! Monks! Dinosaurs! 
Gangsters! Cheap suits! Eye doctors! And, of 
course, the fabled CURSE OF THE JAGUAR!‖ 
 
The Calamitous Adventures of Rodney & 
Wayne, Cosmic Repairboys: The Age 
Altertron   by Mark Dunn 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―Thirteen-year-
old twins Rodney and Wayne McCall and their 
friend Professor Johnson are the only people in  
Pitcherville who can see that all the natural  
 

laws of the universe have stopped applying to 
their town. When everyone in Pitcherville 
wakes up twelve years in the past, baby 
Rodney and baby Wayne must locate the 
Professor and find a way to get back to the 
present.  The first in an exciting new series 
from the beloved author of Ella Minnow Pea.ò 
 
The Siege of Macindaw   by John Flanagan 
(Book 6 in the Rangerôs Apprentice series) 
Reading level: Grades 4 – 8 /  ―In Book 6 of the 
popular Ranger’s Apprentice series, Will, his 
friend Horace, and a sorcerer/healer join forces 
with a fierce but loyal troop of Skandians to 
recapture Castle Macindaw, rescue Alyss from 
its tower, and restore the castle to its rightful 
owner. Series fans will relish the familiar details 
of warfare and comradeship as well as the 
surprising fireworks in both war and love. While 
this satisfying novel could be enjoyed as a 
separate volume, it is best read in series order, 
as it concludes the story of Will’s first mission 
as a Ranger, an adventure begun in Book 5.‖  
 
Stoneheart   by Charlie Fletcher 
(Book One in The Stoneheart Trilogy) 
Reading level: Grades 5 – 8 /  ―On a school trip 
to the Natural History Museum in London, a 
12-year-old loner named George is banished 
for something he didn't do. Angry, he lashes 
out and breaks off a dragon's head carved onto 
the wall of the museum. Next thing he 
knows, a pterodactyl carving comes to life and 
begins to chase him. From Gunner, a walking, 
talking statue, George learns that he has 
entered another layer of reality, and that his 
arrival has started a new war between good 
spits (statues that are imbued with a soul-like 
essence by their inspired makers) and evil 
taints (soulless carvings). With the advice of 
various spits, and the companionship of a girl 
named Edie, George seeks answers from two 
Sphinx statues, whose enigmatic clues lead 
the pair into a terrifying adventure. Creatively 
building on the plentiful gargoyles and other 
creepy stonework of its urban setting, this 
lengthy novel, the first in a planned trilogy, will 
draw capable readers for its suspenseful chase 
scenes, scary creatures, and highly original 
premise.‖  
 
 



Ironhand   by Charlie Fletcher 
(Book Two in The Stoneheart Trilogy) 
Reading level: Grade 5 – 8 /  ―In this sequel to 
Stoneheart, George, 13, Edie, 12, and the 
Gunner continue to flee from the Walker, a 
man cursed to walk the Earth forever, and from 
"taints," evil, soulless statues. George has 
accidentally upset the balance in this alternate 
London, a place where statues can get up and 
roam. Edie is kidnapped by the Walker, who 
wants to use her talents as a "glint," someone 
who can touch stone or metal and see into 
history, and to lure George into his malignant 
grasp. Meanwhile, the Walker has also 
dumped the Gunner, a World War I statue and 
self-appointed protector of the children, into the 
depths beneath the city. If the Gunner cannot 
return to his statue base by midnight, then he 
will never walk off his plinth again. George, 
alone and confused by his new status as a 
potential "maker," someone with the ability to 
create statues, sets out to rescue Edie and 
keep the Gunner from losing his "life." Ironhand 
is a well-written, fast-paced, and suspenseful 
fantasy. Fletcher successfully draws readers in 
with action and a continuously developing 
backstory for each of the characters. However, 
though the author includes a brief overview of 
the first book, this one does not stand on its 
own.‖ 
 
Silvertongue   by Charlie Fletcher 
(Book Three in The Stoneheart Trilogy) 
Reading level: Grade 5 – 8  /  ―The city of 
London is in the middle of one of its most 
destructive wars in history. And yet most of its 
inhabitants don't even know it.  The battle 
between the statues and gargoyles of London 
rages on. The stakes are high, with the spits 
engaged in a struggle against the evil taints 
that will determine the fate of their very souls.  
Twelve year old George Chapman and his 
friend Edie are caught in the middle. A glint 
with the ability to "see" the past, Edie has 
become a crucial asset in the ongoing war. The 
Gunner, a statue of a World War I 
soldier, continues do his part to help them in 
their quest. But George knows that he is the 
one who must play the biggest role in helping 
to bring an end to the war. With the Walker  
 

intent on forcing his evil designs on London 
and the world, George realizes that his destiny 
is inextricably tied to the Walker's destruction. 
In the end, the most important soul he 
manages to save might just be his own.  Filled 
with intriguing suspense, invigorating action 
sequences, and well developed characters, 
Silvertongue is a thrilling conclusion to the 
international blockbuster Stoneheart trilogy.‖ 
     
Football Champ   by Tim Green 
Reading level: Grade 4-8 /  ―In this sequel to 
Football Genius, Troy White, 12, continues to 
put to good use his uncanny ability to predict 
an opposing team's next move. He is employed 
by his beloved Atlanta Falcons to send in plays 
during games, thus helping the team to build a 
winning streak and prolonging the career of his 
idol, the aging and injury-riddled linebacker, 
Seth Halloway. Seth is dating Troy's mom (also 
a Falcons employee) and coaching Troy's 
youth league football team. While Troy is 
technically doing nothing against the rules, the 
Falcons want to keep his contribution to the 
team's success a secret. When he is outed by 
a sportswriter who has a grudge against Seth, 
the Falcons' season, Troy's upcoming youth 
league championship game, and his mom's job 
are all placed in jeopardy. Troy is able to 
demonstrate to the NFL Commissioner that he 
can predict plays without cheating and tricks a 
corrupt doctor into admitting, on tape, that he 
lied about Seth's steroid use. The Falcons' 
season is saved, Seth coaches Troy's team to 
the championship, and Troy is approached by 
an agent who promises millions for his play-
predicting abilities. The unexpected 
appearance of Troy's biological father in the 
final chapter sets up the next book in the 
series. While the novel's premise is somewhat 
outlandish, the characters are engaging and 
the game action is exciting. Short cliff-hanger 
chapters make this a good bet for reluctant 
readers.‖ 
 
The Wyrm King   By Tony  DiTerlizzi   
(Beyond the Spiderwick Chronicles: Book 3) 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―In the final 
installment of Beyond the Spiderwick 
Chronicles, Nick and Laurie had thought they  
 



solved their giant problems when they drove all 
the giants into the sea. But now, the Grace kids 
have come back to tell them they may have 
more trouble coming their way!  It turns out the 
giants control the population of Hydra, a 
dragon like creature that is creating sinkholes 
all over Florida. But with the mermaids refusing 
to return the giants to the shore, the nixie's still 
missing and the threat of a destroyed Florida 
drawing closer, the kids have to take matters in 
their own hands. Will Nick and Laurie be able 
to stop the destruction they unwittingly 
caused? Can a new giant hunter help save the 
day? Can Arthur Spiderwick's Field Guide help 
them out of this or are they on their own?  Find 
out in the final conclusion of the Spiderwick 
saga!‖  
 
Touchdown Trouble   by Fred Bowen 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―Sam loves 
football. Most of all he loves the feeling he gets 
when his team, the Cowboys, are working 
together, moving closer and closer to the end 
zone.  But Sam’s pride in his team begins to 
fade. In an important game, the Cowboys beat 
the Giants to remain undefeated, thanks to a 
touchdown by Sam in the final play of the 
game. But later, watching a video of the game, 
Sam and his teammates realize that the 
winning touchdown was scored illegally. The 
Giants should have won the game. Now the 
team is divided. Should they keep quiet or give 
the Giants the win?  It is only when Sam’s 
father tells the Cowboys about a famous 
football game--and similar dilemma--from the 
past that that Sam knows what to do. But will 
his teammates agree?  Fred Bowen combines 
swift play-by-play game action with a 
fascinating glimpse into sports history for a 
winning combination. An afterword tells the real 
story of the 1940 Cornell-Dartmouth football 
game, the only college sporting event ever to 
be decided after the completion of the game.‖ 
 
Change-Up   by John Feinstein 
Reading level: Ages 9 – 12 /  ―Bestselling 
author, journalist, and Edgar Award winner 
John Feinstein is back with another high-
stakes sports mystery. Teen reporters Stevie 
Thomas and Susan Carol Anderson are  
 

covering baseball's World Series, and during 
the course of an interview with a new hot 
pitcher, they discover more than a few 
contradictions in his life story. What's he 
hiding? An embarrassing secret? A possible 
crime? Let the investigation begin!‖     
 
 

NON FICTION 
 

Grow It Cook It: Simple gardening projects 
and delicious recipes   by DK Publishing 
Reading level: Grades 3 – 6 /   ―This wide-
reaching title combines instructions for growing 
edible plants with recipes based on the 
harvest. The spreads, formatted in the 
publisher’s signature combination of numerous, 
high-quality color photos and small text 
paragraphs, begin with overviews of plants’ 
growth cycles and gardening basics, from soil 
to containers to pests. The book then 
moves on to pages focused on individual fruits 
and vegetables, each discussion followed by a 
related recipe or project. Such a wide agenda 
leaves little room for sufficient information to 
guide children through the intricate process of 
raising plants in their particular climate. The 
lush photos of ripening vegetables, though, 
will spark children’s curiosity and inspire them 
to learn more. Some recipes include specific 
suggestions for adult supervision, but most 
children will need help anyway as they prepare 
the delicious, often sophisticated culinary 
treats, such as small pumpkin tarts. An 
attractive introduction to both gardening and 
healthy meals, this title will be welcomed by 
adults seeking hands-on resources that 
discuss where food comes from.‖  
 
World War II For Kids   by Richard Panchyk 
(Foreword by Senator John McCain) 
Reading level:  Grades 5 – 7  /   ―In this 
introductory survey, Panchyk describes major 
events throughout the great conflict in nearly 
every theater of operation. While the main 
focus is on America's part in the war, life in 
England and other European countries is given 
careful attention. A special aspect of this work 
is the variety of informative activities appearing 
in substantial sidebars. Through them, readers  
 



can vicariously go on a reconnaissance 
mission, grow a victory garden, track a ship's 
movements using latitude and longitude, live 
on rations for a day, and experience other 
aspects of wartime life. Adult help and/or 
permission is suggested for many of the 
projects. One involves labeling alternate halves 
of a class of students with special armbands 
and simulating discrimination; teacher 
involvement is not mentioned in the 
instructions. Summarized or quoted first-
person accounts by World War II participants 
are integral parts of this book, which also 
includes letters and journal entries by soldiers 
and civilians in both Allied and Axis countries. 
A large selection of black-and-white 
contemporary photographs and reproductions 
of such items as ration stamps and 
propaganda posters further contribute to the 
book's immediacy. Attention grabbers are a 
letter from former President Clinton, a short 
foreword by Senator John S. McCain, and an 
afterword by World War II veteran Senator 
Ernest "Fritz" Hollings.‖ 
 
World War II (Eyewitness DK)   by Simon 
Adams 
Reading level:  Ages 9 – 12 /  ―Take an 
eyewitness view of the complexities, atrocities, 
and heroics of war with World War II, from DK's 
Eyewitness series. In keeping with all the 
books in this remarkable reference collection, 
pages are jam-packed with crisp, vivid 
photographs, illustrations, documents, and 
maps, as well as fascinating narrative and 
captions. Under chapter headings such as "A 
world divided," "Bombing raids," "Women at 
work," "Road to Stalingrad," "Propaganda and 
morale," "The Holocaust," "D-Day invasion," 
and "The atomic bomb," the events of the war 
are described and illustrated in compelling 
detail. Readers learn about life under German 
occupation, remarkable secret inventions 
(poison pens, matchbox cameras, pipes with a 
secret compartment), how soldiers managed to 
overcome the enemy, what the inside of a 
British midget submarine looked like, and much 
more. World War II changed the course of 
history forever--this stunning book illuminates 
the people, places, and events that played a 
part in this unforgettable drama…a mini 
museum between the covers of a book.‖ 

365 Cars You Must Drive   by Matt Stone with 
John Matras 
‖What began as a solution for transportation 
has evolved into a desire for speed, luxury, 
personal expression, and freedom. For many, 
the thrill of the drive has eclipsed the pure 
utility of the automobile. And the pursuit of that 
thrill is the driving force behind 365 Cars You 
Must Drive. From the Ford Model T to the 
Porsche Carrera GT, there are certain cars that 
any self-respecting auto enthusiast just has to 
know--and experience from the driver's seat.  
With homage to the greatest cars and good-
natured mockery of the strangest, authors Matt 
Stone, Executive Editor of Motor Trend, and 
John Matras detail which cars to drive and 
why, how to get behind the wheel, where to 
drive them, and who to invite along for the ride. 
Each entry contains a colorful spec box noting 
the car's claim to fame, a Did You Know? 
factoid, the author's clever suggestions for 
"The Perfect Passenger" and the "Soundtrack" 
coming out of the speakers, Behind the Wheel 
notes, and a "Perfect Drive" for the marque or 
model covered. Engine details, production 
information, the price when it debuted and the 
collectible price now - all of it adds up to at-a-
glance fun reading to go with informative 
essays on each car, archival and full-color 
photos, and more. With a foreword by Dan 
Gurney.‖  
 
The Illustrated Encyclopedia of 
Extraordinary Automobiles   by Giles 
Chapman 
―Drive down memory lane with this celebration 
of 150 of the world’s greatest cars…‖ 

 
 

 


